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On the day of your operation

When you are being prepared for an operation a number of checks will be carried out by
various members of the surgical team. This is to help make sure that the correct operation
is carried out on the correct part of your body.

One way to make sure that this happens is for the surgeon to check with you before the
operation, and clearly mark the correct area with an indelible marker pen.

Not everyone having an operation needs to have their skin marked. It is most important for
operations that can be done on either side of your body. This might be your left or right
arm, leg or kidney. The surgeon also needs to be careful if it is a body part you have more
than 1 of, such as fingers or toes.

How you can help

It is very rare for a surgeon to operate in the wrong place but there are things that you can
do to help:

. Make sure you know what operation you are having and which part of your body
needs operating on.

. Check that the marks your surgeon makes are in the right place. You may want to
ask a family member or friend to check this too.

. If you are not sure, or think the marks may be wrong, tell someone. The surgeon,
doctor or nurse will be happy to double check for you.

. You will probably be asked quite a few times to say which part of your body should
be operated on. Try to be patient with the people asking you. Checking several times
is done to avoid mistakes that could harm you.

Health information and support is available at www.nhs.uk
or call 111 for non-emergency medical advice

Visit www.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk for maps and information about visiting Leicester’s Hospitals
To give feedback about this information sheet, contact InformationForPatients@uhl-tr.nhs.uk

Re-use of this leaflet is restricted by Creative Commons license @ ®@
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Contact details

If you have any questions please contact a member of your pre-operative assessment team:
Pre-operative assessment team:

Telephone: o ___

This information has been adapted from the National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome
and Death (NCEPOD) - National Patient Safety Agency, 2005, alert 06.
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Aby uzyskac informacje w innym jezyku, prosze zadzwoni¢ pod podany nizej numer telefonu

If you would like this information in another language or format such as EasyRead

or Braille, please telephone 0116 250 2959 or email equality@uhl-tr.nhs.uk

LEICESTER'S Leicester’s Hospitals is a research active trust so you may find research happening on your
X ward or in your clinic. To find out about the benefits of research and become involved yourself,

1 RESEARCH speak to your clinician or nurse, call 0116 258 8351 or visit www.leicestersresearch.nhs.uk/
2 patient-and-public-involvement
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